CONNECT GROUP QUESTIONS REACH Sunday

This week's teaching explored what it means for a diverse group of people to belong to the church. As a church, we are committed to the
broader goal of reaching “all nations” with the Good News about Jesus and the diversity of people and cultures which that will bring into the
church. In this study, we are going to explore what Paul wrote in his letter to the church in Galatia about BELONGING in Christ.

Begin with Your HEART

Christ Community Church is made up of a diverse group of people, culturally, economically, socially, politically, and spiritually. Share in your
Connect Group the story of your own involvement with our church. How easy or difficult has it been to feel like you BELONG here or to help
other people experience BELONGING here?

: : What were your first impressions?

: - What have you found helpful?
: - What has surprised you?

: - What role can you play in helping someone else BELONG here?

A Look in GOD'S WORD

In Galatians, Paul is writing a letter to a church with a diverse group of people who are learning what it means to belong like family. Paul helps
them understand how to live out that struggle by reminding them that in Christ, those diverse labels do not disappear, but they take on a different
priority because of their new identity in Christ.

Adopted to BELONG like family.

Read Galatians 3:26-29. Verse 26 and 28 remind me of the significance of choosing two key words in our mission statement as a church.
"Connecting people to life-defining relationships IN CHRIST.” When by faith we have been baptized into Christ, or put on Christ, this new identity
covers differences that would otherwise divide people, such as ethnicity, gender, or social status.

1] How does Paul describe someone who is a child of God in these verses?

2] What questions remain for you about what it means to be “Abraham'’s offspring” and an “heir according to promise”?

[IDEA: read through and study Galatians with a friend if this concept still confuses you]
3] According to v.28-29, how would you describe the family that God is building?

4] How does this identity in Christ, as children of God's family, influence the way you look at others in our church? How should it?

Read Galatians 4:1-7. The truth Paul writes here moves our hearts to consider the great lengths to which God has gone to adopt us and give us a
place to belong. He sent both His Son and His Spirit to rescue us. Jesus objectively to rescue us from the penalty of sin and the Spirit subjectively
to apply that rescue to our daily lives in our actions and attitudes. Welcome to the family. The Father loves you.

1] We have ALL gone from a position of not belonging, to belonging like family. In these verses, what actions did God take to accomplish this and
what actions did we take?

2] How does it feel to know that there is nothing you can do in yourself to be acceptable to God?
3] What are the benefits of being adopted into God's family? What kind of relationship does God desire to have with us?

4] How should our relationships in Christ be shaped by the identity we share as children and heirs in a family?

My LIFE - our MISSION
MY LIFE | Are you still living under the law, trying to follow all the rules, in an attempt to earn God's acceptance in any way? Do you put that
expectation on anyone else? Pray that God would allow you to live in freedom as an adopted heir, a child of God, in a family where you belong.

YOUR FAMILY | Talk to your kids this week about this picture of being adopted into the family of God. Ask your family to think about
someone you know who has been adopted and discuss what impact that had on their life. Read this passage and talk about the impact of being
adopted into God's family and how we receive that through faith in Christ.

OUR MISSION | We are a diverse group of people united as family through faith in Christ. Talk with your group about the challenges and joys
of welcoming people despite differences in ethnicity, social status, or gender into a relationship in Christ.



