STORM STRONG FAMILIES (SSF #3)

Pastor David Staff

STORM-STRONG FAMILES …LOVE WELL (garden relationships)
Ephesians 5:1 Be imitators of God, as beloved, children, and walk in love.

It is “Mother’s Day” Sunday. Where did this annual observance come from? Her name was
Anna Maria Reeves-Jarvis of Grafton, West Virginia, organized a club of women to nurse wounded
soldiers from both the North and South during the Civil War.
After the war, Reeves-Jarvis started “Mothers’ Friendship Days” to reconcile families that had been divided
by the conflict.
Throughout her life, Reeves-Jarvis modeled the ideals of Victorian motherhood. She gave up her dreams of
college to care for an older husband and four children. She bore the loss of seven other children with grace.
She taught Sunday school in the local Methodist church for twenty years and stayed active in benevolent work.
Her death in 1905 devastated her daughter Anna. She honored her mother’s memory by initiating a holiday
honoring all mothers. Mother’s Day was first celebrated in 1908 in Grafton (where Anna grew up) and
Philadelphia (where she lived as an adult). Later, in a resolution passed May 8, 1914, the U.S. Congress
officially established the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.
— Elesha Coffman, “Mom, We Salute You,” Christian History Newsletter (May 10, 2002)

PRAYER
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OK…so here’s the 3rd foundation stone.

Did you see that coming? Some of you are saying, “What took you so long?” A storm strong
family loves well. And what I mean is this:
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When a Jesus-centered family –
one that gladly fears the Lord –
[when that family] commits to
humbly loving God and loving others
it is remarkably storm-strong. Why?
1st

So, what kind of love was Jesus talking about – the kind of love that “marked” us out as His disciples?
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2nd

3rd Because…

You might ask, “Hey David Staff…what does this AGAPE loving really look like?…the best
expression of a true disciple of Jesus, the best cohesion of a joyful family, the best approach for everyone
in my family (including me) to truly mature?” What is chosen, self-sacrificing love?
In a small Jewish town in Russia, a rabbi disappeared each Friday morning for several hours. His
devoted disciples boasted that during those hours their rabbi went to heaven and talked to God.
A stranger who moved into town was skeptical, so he decided to check things out. He hid and
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watched the rabbi.
The rabbi got up in the morning, said his prayers, then dressed in peasant clothes. He grabbed an
ax, went into the woods, and for hours hand-cut firewood, which he then hauled to a shack on the
outskirts of the village, where an old woman and her sick, bedridden son lived.
The rabbi left them the wood and went home.
The newcomer became the rabbi’s disciple.
Now, whenever he hears a villager say, “On Friday morning our rabbi ascends to heaven,” the
newcomer quietly adds, “if not higher.”i
Take a moment to think about that story. What is AGAPE loving? It is someone who is very aware of
what someone else truly needs. It is someone who chooses to give of themselves to meet that need…often at
extra-mile effort and personal cost…without trumpets blowing or the camera’s rolling. Usually out of a
response of spending time with God. Which leads to seeing a need and choosing, often sacrificially, to meet
that need.
It’s the way Jesus loved me. It’s the way Jesus loved you. AGAPE LOVE is LOVING alignment with
GOD which leads to LOVING sacrificially OTHERS (others).

When a Jesus-centered family –
one that gladly fears the Lord –
[when that family] commits to
humbly loving God and loving others
it is remarkably storm-strong.
CONCLUSION

There are things that have happened to me in life that I will ever forget. One of them
happened at a church missions conference. In our Colorado church, we had invited a number of the
missionaries we were supporting home (a conference I believe Gary and Marilyn Reedy were a part
of). And in one of our conference meetings, we asked one couple who had been serving overseas for
years to sit up front on the platform, along with their 5 kids (ranging in ages from elementary school
through high school), and take questions from the audience.
Of great interest to our congregation was that all of this couples’ kids were on board. None of
them were sitting up their rolling their eyes at-being-at-yet-another-church-meeting, or having to be “in
the public eye.” You could tell they genuinely loved their parents and each other. Then, someone
asked what was immediately recognized as the obvious question. Someone asked the kids, “May I
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ask you, Why haven’t you rebelled? You seem to like each other. You seem to take delight in one
another? I mean, what’s up with your family?”
One of the teenagers quietly took the mic, and I’ve never forgotten her answer. Very humbly,
very beautifully she said,
“Well, we’ve never thought it any disadvantage being ‘missionary kids.’ Actually, we love it. Mom and
Dad really love each other and what God has called them to do. They don’t expect us to be perfect,
but we have a lot of fun together.
But we have people in the country we live into our home all the time. All kinds of people with all kinds
of needs. And when you see God’s Spirit changing people’s lives in your living room; well, that’s so
cool. I mean, why would we rebel against that?”
That was such a powerful word.
Don’t misunderstand…as we will talk about in the weeks to come…some young people who
have the privilege of growing up with the best Christian parents still do rebel. Some still do walk
away from God. That said, any family which chooses to be Jesus-centered, to fear the Lord, and
commits to loving God and sacrificially loving others has a great chance of prevailing in the
storms of this self-centered culture. A great chance at the Lord building the house.
Next Sunday morning will come Part II of the Storm-Strong Family that loves well. We will take
up a family’s answer to this question: What kind of family do we want to be? Here’s a quick
preview.
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McGuiggan, Jesus, Hero of Thy Soul (Howard, 1998)
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