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A Prophet, A Whale, and the Heart of God (Final)              Pastor David Staff 
 

Jonah – When God’s Heart beats within 
What in our lives will change under Jonah’s call? 

 

 The great English Baptist preacher, Charles Haddon Spurgeon, rightly reminded his 

generation of this important truth.  He said,  

“Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; 
the book widens and deepens with our years.” 

 

“When the world beats you down, open up your Bible.”  
Lysa TerKeursti 

 

“The Bible is the book of my life. 
It's the book I live with, 

the book I live by, 
the book I want to die by.” 

N. T. Wrightii 
 

 What do these people know about the Bible that so many people seem either to miss or 

ignore?  What moved Abraham Lincoln to say (?): 

“I believe the Bible is the best gift  
God has ever given to man.  

All the good from the Savior of the world  
is communicated to us through this Book.” 

 
Many of us would say something like this about the Bible because of our experience with this library.  

We’ve learned to hear God’s voice when we read its pages.   Our experience confirms what Scripture 

itself claims.  Paul put it this way (2 Timothy 3:16-17): 

All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and [therefore] profitable for teaching, for reproof,  
for correction, and for training in righteousness,  
that the man/woman of God may be complete,  

equipped for every good work. 
 

Kenneth Taylor captured this well when he offered this paraphrase in The Living Bible: 
 

The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is useful 

 to teach us what is true and 

 to make us realize what is wrong in our lives; 

 it straightens us out and 

 helps us do what is right 
It is God’s way of making us well prepared at every point, 

fully equipped to do good to everyone. 
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Now, if Scripture’s claim is truthful, then having read and thought about the prophetic book called 

Jonah, we shouldn’t simply say something like, “Yeah…Pastor David did a series on Jonah last 

summer.”  What we must say is something more like this: 

The Holy Spirit recently spoke to me 
in the God-breathed book of Jonah? 

 

Here’s the truth He taught me. 
Here’s what I realized was wrong in my life. 
Here is God’s direction to straighten me out. 

And this was His call for me to do what is right. 
 
What’s been your Scripture experience these past 6 weeks in Jonah?  Let’s take a moment to ask the 

Spirit of God to imbed in each of us Jonah’s most compelling lesson. 

PRAYER 

 One of the most fascinating – if not THE most fascinating – truths about Jonah’s account is 

that the point of the book isn’t fully explained until the last two verses of the book.  We may have our 

suspicions as we are reading along, but it all really doesn’t come into focus until the very end. 

 Look with me again at the final two verses, Jonah 4:10-11.  You remember the context (vs.9)  

(1)  Jonah is angry because a (God “appointed”) worm attacked a large, leafy (God “appointed”) plant 
that had provided wonderful relief, a cooling shade for Jonah from a scorching sun and east wind.  
Jonah was angry that the plant had not been spared, allowed to live, allowed to continue to provide 
for him shade and comfort. 
 

(2)  God asks Jonah if he “does well” to be angry about the plant, and Jonah spits back at God, “Yes, 
I do well to be angry, angry enough to die!” 
 
And, it is right then that God is ready to make His point…the point He’s been trying to make since the 

very first verse of the very first chapter.  And, God is hoping that Jonah (and we) are listening (vs.10). 

And the Lord said, “You pityiii the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, 
which came into being in a night and perished in a night.  And should not I pity Nineveh, that 

great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand 
from their left, and also much cattle?” 

 
Let me ask you (and me) something?   

What should happen 
when God wants to show His grace and 
we want Him to unleash His judgment? 

 
Because that is the question of this book. 
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 I say that because of the smallest of words which you find twice in the final two verses.  We 

have the Hebrew word  ֵ֖ה א אָח֔וּס  עַל־ נִינְו  אֲנִי֙  ל ֹ֣  ”.translated “have pity (”pronounced “khoos” or “chus)  וַַֽ

The word occurs 23 times in the books of the Old Testament (cf. endnote iii), often translated “to 

spare from destruction” or “to pardon from annihilation” because of compassion. 

And even more fascinating, sometimes God declares He will “spare from destruction” while at 

other times He has determined that He will not “pardon from annihilation.” 

(A)  There are times that He will (“spare”) 

Ezekiel 20:13 But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness. They did not walk in my statutes but 
rejected my rules, by which, if a person does them, he shall live; and my Sabbaths they greatly profaned. 

“Then I said I would pour out my wrath upon them in the wilderness, to make a full end of them. 14 But I acted for 
the sake of my name, that it should not be profaned in the sight of the nations, in whose sight I had brought them 
out. 15 Moreover, I swore to them in the wilderness that I would not bring them into the land that I had given them, 
a land flowing with milk and honey, the most glorious of all lands, 16 because they rejected my rules and did not 
walk in my statutes, and profaned my Sabbaths; for their heart went after their idols. 17 Nevertheless, my eye 
spared them, and I did not destroy them or make a full end of them in the wilderness.  18 “And I said to their 

children in the wilderness, ‘Do not walk in the statutes of your fathers, nor keep their rules, nor defile yourselves 
with their idols.  I am the Lord your God; walk in My statutes, be careful to obey my rules… 

 
Psalm 72:11 May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him! 

12 For he delivers the needy when he calls, the poor and him who has no helper. 
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy. 

14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life, and precious is their blood in his sight 
 

Romans 3:24 [we] are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in 

his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
 
 There are times, there are seasons when a holy and righteous God doesn’t immediately “drop 

the hammer” on the sinfulness and sinful ways of human beings.  He “spares from destruction.”  To 

show His forbearance, His patience.  Paul writes to the Romans asking “Do you presume on the 

riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to 

lead you to repentance?” (Romans 2:4, ESV).   However, Scripture also makes it clear… 

(B) There are times when He will NOT (“spare”) 

Isaiah 13:9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, 
to make the land a desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. 
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17  Behold, I am stirring up the Medes against them, 
who have no regard for silver and do not delight in gold. 

18  Their bows will slaughter the young men; they will have no mercy  
on the fruit of the womb; their eyes will not pity children. 

19  And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the splendor and pomp of the Chaldeans, 
will be like Sodom and Gomorrah when God overthrew them. 

 

Jeremiah 13:13 Then you shall say to them, “Thus says the LORD: Behold, I will fill with drunkenness all the inhabitants 
of this land: the kings who sit on David's throne, the priests, the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

14 And I will dash them one against another, fathers and sons together,” declares the LORD. “I will not pity or 
spare or have compassion, that I should not destroy them.” 

 

Matthew 24:36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the 
Father only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days 

before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered 
the ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son 

of Man. 
 

 So…there are times, there are seasons, there are long stretches of time when God forbears, 

when God’s patience and kindness prevails, when He gives opportunity after opportunity after 

opportunity for people “who do not know their right hand from their left” (cf. Jonah 4:11) to hear His 

call.  He does not destroy.  He refuses, for a time, to sweep away, to annihilate.  We might call such 

an era a “day of grace.”   

 But just as certainly, there comes day when He does not pity, that He will not spare.  His long-

suffering kindness comes to a close.  And so often, as in the days of Noah, people continue to eat 

and drink and marry and give in marriage as if God ever do nothing about their rebellion and distance 

and disobedience toward Him. 

 So here was Jonah’s problem.  God wanted a day of grace; Jonah wanted a day of judgment. 

What should happen 
when God wants to show His grace even 

as we want Him to unleash His judgment? 
 

Answer?  It’s time to discern the era in which we -- as God’s children, as Jesus’ disciples, as our  
 
Lord’s ambassadors – are living. 

When in an era of grace, 
align with God’s heart by eagerly 

offering His compassionate forgiveness. 
 

Ever ask yourself, “What keeps me from really aligning with God’s compassionate heart for lost  
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people?”  Might be the same things that kept Jonah from aligning with God? 

 JONAH CARRIED AN OFFENSE!  The Assyrians were a brutal and violent culture.  They 
conquered and pillaged and mistreated and bullied every surrounding nation and neighbor.  
Jonah knew of their unchecked sinfulness; he may have even experienced it.  He wanted 
payback…now! 

 JONAH HAD AN AGENDA!  (and it didn’t include forgiveness)  He’d rather die than see his 
enemies spared. 

 JONAH HAD A SKEWED PERSPECTIVE!  Like many in Israel, he believed that God’s 
blessings should be reserved for God’s own people.   

 
In your walk with Jesus – the Savior who came to “seek and to save that which was lost” – have you 

ever assessed why you’ve talked yourself out of reaching others with God’s love and compassion?  

Perhaps you have an offense against people you know who have hurt you, or ridiculed your faith?  

Perhaps you have an agenda, and you can’t imagine finding joy in seeing people who deserve God’s 

judgment actually be released from sin…and judgment.  Perhaps you have a skewed perspective 

about just keeping God’s blessings “in-house”? 

 But these two final verses are for me…and for you…and for us.   

When in an era of grace, 
align with God’s heart by eagerly 

offering His compassionate forgiveness 
(even to those whom we’ve concluded don’t deserve it) 

 

Again, I think Tim Keller has it right: 
 

As we have seen, the book of Jonah ends with a cliff-hanger.  We are never told how the prophet 
responded to God’s final appeal. I propose, however, that we can make a reasonable guess about 
how Jonah ultimately responded to God. 
 

 How do we know Jonah was so recalcitrant, defiant, and clueless? 

 How do we know that he made that unbelievable “I hate the God of love” speech? 

 How do we know about his prayer inside the fish? 
 

The only way we could possibly know these things is if Jonah told others.  What kind of man would let 
the world see what a fool he was?  Only someone who had become joyfully secure in God’s love. 
Only someone who believed that he was simultaneously sinful but completely accepted.  In short, 
someone who has found in the gospel of grace the very power of God (Romans 1:16) 
 

If God’s grace can change Jonah, it can change anyone.  It can change you.iv 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

There is little doubt that you and I live in the final era of God’s grace.  In no uncertain terms, Peter  

tells us this 
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2 Peter 3:3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 

4 They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they 

were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the 

earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6 and that by means of these the world that then 

existed was deluged with water and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up 

for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 

8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 

one day.  9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 

wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 

and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth 

and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 

Look, if we don’t want to be JONAHs…more concerned over our comfort under the shade of a plant 

than for people who are lost, then How do we best express that we live in the era of God’s 

sparing compassion?   Together, as a team 

(1)  Prayer…care…share (our simple approach to begin reaching someone away from God) 

(2)  Engage and Enrich 
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All rights reserved 

i President, Proverbs 31 Ministries 
ii Nicholas Thomas Wright FRSE is an English New Testament scholar, Pauline theologian, and retired Anglican bishop. Between 2003 and 2010, he was the Bishop of Durham. He then 
became Research Professor of New Testament and Early Christianity at St Mary's College in the University of St Andrews in Scotland 
iii  For occurrences of this Hebrew word in the Old Testament, see the following from https://biblehub.com/hebrew/2347.htm  

                                            

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/2347.htm
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Deuteronomy 7:16  
HEB: ְך ס ל א־ ל ָ֔ ינְךֵ֖֙ תָח ֹ֥ ַֽ ם ע  ֶ֑ יה   עֲל 
NAS: to you; your eye shall not pity them, nor 
KJV: thee; thine eye shall have no pity upon them: neither shalt thou serve 
INT: will deliver nor pity your eye and 

Deuteronomy 13:8  
HEB: יו ֶ֑ ל  ינְך֙  תָח֤וֹס וְל א־ א  ַֽ יו ע  ל ָ֔  ע 
NAS: to him; and your eye shall not pity him, nor 
KJV: unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, 
INT: about nor pity and your eye and 

Deuteronomy 19:13  
HEB: וֹס ל א־ ינְךֵ֖֙ תָחֹ֥ ַֽ יו ע  ֶ֑ ל   ע 
NAS: You shall not pity him, but you shall purge 
KJV: Thine eye shall not pity him, but thou shalt put away 
INT: shall not pity eye and 

Deuteronomy 19:21  
HEB: א ֶֶ֑֑ך תָח֖וֹס וְל ֹ֥ ינ  שׁ ע  ֹ֣פ   נ 
NAS: Thus you shall not show pity: life 
KJV: And thine eye shall not pity; [but] life 
INT: shall not show eye life 

Deuteronomy 25:12  
HEB: ֶּ֑ה א כַפ  ֶ֑ך׃ תָח֖וֹס ל ֹ֥ ַֽ ינ   ס ע 
NAS: her hand; you shall not show pity. 
KJV: thine eye shall not pity [her]. 
INT: her hand shall not show eye 

1 Samuel 24:10  
HEB: ר מַֹ֥ גֲךֵ֖֙ וְא  חָס לַהֲר  יך וַתָָּ֣ ֶ֑ ל  ר ע  מַַ֗ א   ו 
NAS: to kill you, but [my eye] had pity on you; and I said, 
KJV: [me] kill thee: but [mine eye] spared thee; and I said, 
INT: said to kill but had pity on said 

Nehemiah 13:22  
HEB: י י לִֹ֣ וּסָה אֱלֹהַָ֔ י וְחֹ֥ לֵַ֖ ב ע   כְר ֹ֥
NAS: me, O my God, and have compassion on me according to the greatness 
KJV: me, O my God, [concerning] this also, and spare me according to the greatness 
INT: remember my God and have on to the greatness 

Psalm 72:13  
HEB: ס ח  ל עַל־ יָָ֭  דַֹ֣
NAS: He will have compassion on the poor 
KJV: He shall spare the poor and needy, 
INT: will have on the poor 

Isaiah 13:18  
HEB: ים נִֵ֖ א־ ב  וּס ל ַֽ ם׃ תָחֹ֥ ַֽ ינ    ע 
NAS: [Nor] will their eye pity children. 
KJV: their eye shall not spare children. 
INT: children not pity will their eye 

Jeremiah 13:14  
HEB: חְמ֧וֹל א־ א  א אָח֛וּס וְל ַֽ ם וְל ֹ֥ ֵ֖  אֲרַח 
NAS: nor be sorry nor 
KJV: I will not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, 
INT: show nor be sorry nor have 

Jeremiah 21:7  
HEB: ב ר  א־ ח ָ֔ וּס ל ַֽ ם יָחָּ֣ יה ָ֔ א עֲל   וְל ֹ֥
NAS: of the sword. He will not spare them nor 
KJV: of the sword; he shall not spare them, neither have pity, 
INT: of the sword nor spare and nor 

Ezekiel 5:11  
HEB:  ֙גְרַע וֹס וְל א־ א  י תָחָּ֣ ינִָ֔  וְגַם־ ע 
NAS: withdraw, and My eye will have no pity 
KJV: [thee]; neither shall mine eye spare, neither will I have any pity. 
INT: withdraw no will have and my eye will also 

Ezekiel 7:4  
HEB: וֹס וְל א־ י תָחֹ֥ ינִִ֛ יִךְ ע  לֵַ֖  ע 
NAS: For My eye will have no pity 
KJV: And mine eye shall not spare thee, neither will I have pity: 
INT: no will have my eye on 

Ezekiel 7:9  
HEB: וֹס וְל א־ י תָחֹ֥ ינִֵ֖ א ע   וְל ֹ֣
NAS: My eye will show no pity 
KJV: And mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: 
INT: no will show my eye nor 

Ezekiel 8:18  
HEB: ה מ ָ֔ א־ בְח  וֹס ל ַֽ י תָחֹ֥ ינִֵ֖ א ע   וְל ֹ֣
NAS: in wrath. My eye will have no pity 
KJV: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: 
INT: wrath no will have my eye nor 
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Ezekiel 9:10  
HEB: י וֹס ל א־ אֲנִָ֔ י תָחֹ֥ ינִֵ֖ א ע   וְל ֹ֣
NAS: But as for Me, My eye will have no 
KJV: And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, 
INT: I no will have my eye nor 

Ezekiel 16:5  
HEB: סָה ל א־ יִךְ חָָ֨ לַַ֜ יִן ע   עַַ֗
NAS: eye looked with pity on you to do 
KJV: None eye pitied thee, to do any 
INT: No looked and eye 

Ezekiel 20:17  
HEB: חָס י וַתָָּ֧ ינִִ֛ ם ע  ֵ֖ יה   עֲל 
NAS: Yet My eye spared them rather than 
KJV: Nevertheless mine eye spared them from destroying 
INT: spared my eye and 

Ezekiel 24:14  
HEB: ע פְרַֹ֥ א אָח֖וּס וְל א־ א  ם וְל ֹ֣ ֶ֑ נ ח   א 
NAS: I will not relent, and I will not pity and I will not be sorry; 
KJV: [it]; I will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent; 
INT: relent and I will not pity and I will not be sorry 

Joel 2:17  
HEB: ֶ֑ה י אמְר֞וּ יְהו  וּסָה וְַֽ ֹ֣ה חָּ֧  עַל־ יְהו 
NAS: And let them say, Spare Your people, 
KJV: and let them say, Spare thy people, 
INT: the LORD'S say Spare LORD and 

Jonah 4:10  
HEB: ה ה יְהו ָ֔ ֹ֥ סְתַָָּ֙֙ אַת  וֹן עַל־ חַַ֙ יָ֔ יק   הַקִֹ֣
NAS: said, You had compassion on the plant 
KJV: the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, 
INT: the LORD You had on the plant 

Jonah 4:11  
HEB:  ֙אֲנִי א וַַֽ ֵ֖ה עַל־ אָח֔וּס ל ֹ֣  נִינְו 
NAS: Should I not have compassion on Nineveh, 
KJV: And should not I spare Nineveh, 
INT: I not spare and Nineveh 
23 Occurrences 
iv The Prodigal Prophet: Jonah and the Mystery of God’s Mercy, pp.227-228). 
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